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Teens Making a
Difference in DC

ince the inception of the Be On the Safe Side
Scampaign, teens in and around DC have

volunteered to make their communities
a little more knowledgeable about the issues
surrounding teen pregnancy. This year, over
20 new members are joining the more than
30 returning members of the peer education
crew. Together, they canvass inner city streets as
one voice and with one goal in mind: outreach,
outreach, outreach.

Last month, the crew began canvassing the
neighborhoods with a sincere enthusiasm.
“They even went as far as making up games
to challenge themselves about who could
give out the most materials,” said Khadija
Brockington, peer-to-peer coordinator for the
Campaign. “They definitely enjoyed it,
because one, they came back and two,
they’ve done a good job of bringing their
friends along with them.”

Teens from 13-17 join Brockington regularly
to spread the news about abstinence and safe
sex, but she knows that there are some that
come because they have no other plans for
the day. She says that youth often mention
that the time spent with their peers on the
campaign is “the only fun thing | have to
do.” That brings them in, but the shared
purpose, and making a difference is what
turns many youth into mainstays. The majority
of youth are interested in learning more about
the issue to help themselves and other young
people.

This year, peer-to-peer outreach team
members have new assignments. Each
youth is developing individual collages
reflecting how they see themselves, how they

Administration (DHS/IMA) is excited to continue on a journey

that will undoubtedly benefit the youth of Washington, DC. For
the third consecutive year, the Be On the Safe Side campaign is
being implemented across the city, targeting youth 12-17. As the campaign
continues to roll out, it will need the support of the entire DC community
more than ever. Citizens from all walks of life are an important part of
our efforts to create a brighter future for thousands of teens and their
families in DC, through this innovative teen pregnancy prevention
project.

The DC Department of Human Services/Income Maintenance

Be On the Safe Side will continue its
commitment to be by and for teens.
That is why area youth will not only
work on the campaign, but also be its
faces and voices. You will hear and
see youth in new and expanded
messages to make the general public, adults included, more aware of
the consequences of teen pregnancy. At the same time, the campaign
will continue to encourage parent-child communication about sex and
sexual and reproductive health and to support abstinence as a feasible
and credible option for teens.

Since 2001, Be On the Safe Side messages have been heard and delivered
in every ward in the District. “Safe Sex or no sex’ has been heard over
radio airwaves and seen on television screens. Important prevention
messages have also been disseminated through peer-to-peer-out-
reach; partnerships with community-based organizations; citywide
forums; the campaign video, Much Respect for DC Youth; and
Satellite Resource Centers all over the city. We plan to continue to
disseminate information via these channels for Year 3, while adding
new ways to deliver the campaign’s unwavering messages.

New outreach efforts include:

» Creation of a campaign CD, in both English and Spanish, that showcases
local youth’s voices, stories and talents. Using rap/song, poetry, skits,
interviews and personal testimonies, this will be another opportunity to
share teen pregnancy prevention messages in a unigue way;
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Expanding the Campaign

(cont’'d)

» The expansion of a faith-based Community
Network of Washington DC churches, faith-
based organizations and other relevant programs
that will actively support the campaign, in a
way that reflects their teachings and values;

e New print materials such as a poster,
postcard or brochure, expanding the reach
of campaign messages; and

eEnhanced technical assistance and
communications capacity-building training
for five DHS/IMA grantees.

The Be On the Safe Side
campaign moves into its
new year without one of
its “angels,” Bessie Wilks, who
so enjoyed working closely with our young
people as Outreach Coordinator, passed
away last December. Bessie was truly a
generous, wonderful person who was also
funny and brutally honest. Having turned
her own life around, Bessie was a great role
model for our young people. She was a
wonderful friend to the Campaign and is
truly missed.

Tuesday, Feb. 24th

Peer-to-peer Recruitment and Orientationh-“""'
Session.Watha T. Daniel Library, 8th and

Rhode Island NW—4:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 11th

Peer-to-peer Recruitment and Orientation
Session.Location TBD—4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 16th
Peer-to-peer Recruitment and Orientation
Session. Location TBD—4:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 18th
Adult-to-Youth Mentoring Session

Tuesday, March 23rd
Technical Assistance/Capacity Building Training
for IMA Grantee

Monday, March 29th
Peer-to-peer Recruitment and Orientation
Session. Location TBD—4:30 p.m

Wednesday, April 7
Parent Workshop Session
Theodore Roosevelt SHS—5 p.m.
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think they’re being perceived and how
they want to change, based on what
they’ve learned from the campaign. The
youth have enthusiastically thrown
themselves into this project.

Walking the neighborhood allows the
campaign to be visible and lets individuals
and businesses know that Be On the
Safe Side is part of the community.
Brockington says, “We care and we
want to get this information out. We also want other young people in
the community who are not yet involved or who may not have heard
about the campaign to see people doing positive things.” The overall
reception is very favorable. She adds, ““Be On the Safe Side teens go to
the communities in which they and a lot of their peers live. Sometimes
we may go back to a community over and over, but we’ve got to rein-
force the campaign’s message and let them know we’re still here and
that we want to help them lead healthy lives.”

Last month, the Be On the Safe Side peer-to-peer outreach team
canvassed several DC neighborhoods, including: the Shaw-Howard
community, Upper 14th Street, Columbia Heights and 16th Street in
NW Washington; Minnesota Avenue/Benning Road, Anacostia Avenue
and Martin Luther King/Alabama Avenue in SE; Rhode Island Avenue
in NE; and Wesley Place in SW.
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Satellite Resource Genters:
Information in Your Neighhorhood

Be On the Safe Side campaign information is available at Satellite
Resource Centers across the city. You can pick up printed materials
at these and other locations:

Northeast DC

Edgewood/Brookland Family Support Collaborative
Evans Recreation Center

Ferebee Hope Community Services
Kennilworth-Parkside Recreation Center

River Terrace Recreation Center

The Village Learning Center

Watts Branch Recreation Center

Southwest DC
Bald Eagle Recreation Center
Fort Greble Recreation Center

For locations, directions and operating hours for any Satellite
Resource Centers, contact the Campaign at (866) DC-YOUTH.



