Closing Out
on a High Note

The Be On The Safe Side campaign recently
held its unique closing celebration, bringing
together staff, youth and community partners
to commemorate the campaign achievements
over the past year.

For many of the attendees, the occasion was
both joyous and somber. Despite feeling ex-
citement for being recognized for their work
and efforts, the group also understood that for
many, this would be their last opportunity to
interact with each other as part of the cam-

paign.

CAT members and staff are engaged by the video
presentation during the closing ceremony.

The event allowed the youth, guests and cam-
paign supporters to network about other op-
portunities for youth service and engagement
in DC. In the spirit of the by youth for youth
philosophy, CAT members Da’Niesha Brown,
Raheemah Pelzer and Rakita Johnson were
co-hosts for the program.

Although the evening was organized to cel-
ebrate the overall campaign, the efforts and
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B oth the youth and adults who have worked with the Be On

The Safe Side (B.O.S.S.) Campaign this year have really en-

joyed their experience. They show it by remaining commit-
ted to attending meetings, trainings and outreach activities. They
show it through their words, in their journal entries, presentations
and other speaking opportunities. It’s also demonstrated by feed-
back from others about what they’ve seen and heard the B.O.S.S.
team do and say. In this, our final issue of Safe Side News, cam-
paign participants share thoughts and sentiments that really help
to put the campaign’s work into perspective:

“My experience with Be On the Safe Side has been one of learning
not only about my community, but also about myself. With the
organization, I was opened up to new experiences that I may have
never experienced, otherwise. I met new people beyond those who
attended my school, and I also felt a feeling of fulfillment when
out doing outreach. I encourage more teens to join [the effort],
and not just for the points, but for the experience.”

—Jacquella Lee, graduate, attending Univ. of MD Eastern Shore
this fall

“I joined the Be On The Safe Side Campaign because I believe
in what it stands for. ’'m very fond of this program, because it is
helping to get the message of “Safe Sex or No Sex” to youth just
like me. This program has helped me become more comfortable
talking to people about something I really believe in.”
—Rabheema Pelzer, 9th grade, Duke Ellington School of the Arts

“Be On The Safe Side has been great to me over the years. I en-
joyed coming to a place where young people like myself wanted
to learn about their sexual options, as well as teach others about
their options. Now, all of my friends come to me with questions
about STDs. Even if I don’t have the answers, I know I’ll be able
to find them at Be On The Safe Side.”

—Danielle Watson, graduate, attending Univ. of MD Eastern
Shore this fall

“Over the weeks, I have learned that there are a lot of people who
believe strongly about “Safe Sex or No Sex.” I have been involved
with outreach, a girls rap discussion and a hip-hop theater work-
shop. All of these things have introduced me to new faces, a new
way of thinking and great experiences that will last a long time.”
—Adiyam Teame, 11th grade, Cardoza Senior High School
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This newsletter is produced by MEE for the Be On The Safe
Side Campaign and supported by the DC Department of

Human Services, Income Maintenance Administration. For more
information about the Campaign call 1-866-DC-YOUTH.
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Street Reach

e On The Safe Side peer-to-peer communicators

wrapped up another exciting season of outreach

and campaigning last month. This year’s list of

summer outreach locations includes: Georgia
Avenue/Petworth community; Kennedy Recreation Cen-
ter on 7th and P Streets; and Columbia Heights in N'W/;
Metro stations near Fort Totten, Minnesota Avenue and
Blaine Street, New York Avenue and Benning Road in NE;
the Southwest Waterfront community; and Anacostia and
Congress Heights Metro stations in SE.

The Community Action Team (CAT) also promoted the
campaign at local events, including the Covenant House
Hip-Hop Summit, Metro Teen AIDS Freestyle Friday, and
the Radio One-sponsored Stone Soul Picnic at RFK Sta-
dium and the Block Is Hot block party at Union Temple
Baptist Church.
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PGLN member Dayquiwan Nelson (left) conducts
outreach at a bus stop while new members Antwan
Robinson and Ashley Mayo (right) observe.

Uncoming Events

Saturday, September 24th
Campaign Exhibit/Materials Distribution
DC Health Families Community Event
Boys and Girls Club —

Clubhouse 10, 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Wednesday, September 28th
Campaign Materials Distributed
Planned Parenthood -

Ophelia Egypt Clinic, 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Please contact Monique Armstrong at 202-296-2601 to
receive campaign materials, to get more information about
this event or to schedule an event up until September 30th,
when B.O.S.S. officially ends.

Check out the campaign’s

new Website,

Words From the Heart continueq)

“My experience with Be On The Safe Side has been very
memorable. It has helped me learn about my strengths and
weaknesses and helped me to gain confidence and become
more outgoing. Although I think we have done a good job
of getting the message out, I think it’s an issue that can’t be
stressed enough.”

—Wentana Gebru, 10th grade, Banneker Senior High
School

“Working as an Advisory Council Member has been the
most enjoyable part of my partnership with MEE Produc-
tions and Be On The Safe Side. Interacting with the teens
has reinforced my long-standing desire to start a program
for teens, by teens. I am now aggressively moving forward
in that area and prayerfully will be operating within a year’s
time. I extend special heartfelt thanks to the staff and youth
for allowing me to take part and be increasingly enriched by

the program.” I

—Vicky Rayfield, United Planning Organization

Closing Out on a High Note (continueq)

accomplishments of the youth served as the focal point. Young
people were highlighted in a behind-the-scenes video of the CAT
experience and a montage of photographs that recapped this year’s
campaign activities.

Special guests included Ellen Wells, Deputy Administrator of De-
velopment and Training for the DC Department of Human Services
and Hari Jones, a spoken word artist and curator for the African
American Civil War Museum. Both offered words of encourage-
ment to help inspire youth to continue on their paths to greatness.
Each youth received a personalized certificate of achievement and
a Be On The Safe Side logo-embossed CD holder and awards of
excellence were presented to the members of the Peer Group Lead-
ership Network (PGLN). Recent high school graduates received
a mouse pad embossed with “Class of 2005 CAT Member,” as a
fun, yet functional remembrance of the campaign as they head off
to college.

Special honors were also extended to outstanding campaign Advi-
sory Council members and DHS teen pregnancy prevention grant-
ees. Campaign Managing Director Jewel Love thanked everyone
for their unique involvement, “which is what made this campaign
special.” Everyone in attendance left with something to remind
them of the campaign, whether in hand, in heart or in mind. I}



